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better of the two. I fancy them wouldst like such a vision, had I time to finish it; because, to talk in thy own way, there is a moral in it. Whatever thou may'st think of it, prithee do not make any of thy queer apologies for this letter, as thou didst for my last. The women love ^ a gay lively fellow, and are never angry at the railleries of one who is their known admirer. I am always bitter upon them, but well with them.                                             Thine,
0.                                                          HONEYCOMB
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Lectorem delectando panterque monendo.   HOB., Ars Poet. 344
THERE is nothing which we receive with so much reluctance as advice. We look upon the man who gives it us as offering an affront to our understanding and treating us like children or idiots. We consider the instruction as an implicit censure, and the zeal which any one shows for our good on such an occasion as a piece of presumption or impertinence. The truth of it is, the person who pretends to advise, does, in that particular, exercise a superiority over us, and can have no other reason for it, but that, in comparing us with himself, he thinks us defective either in our conduct or our understanding. For these reasons, there is nothing so difficult AS the art of making advice agreeable; and indeed all the writers, both ancient and modern, have distinguished themselves among one another, according to the perfection at which they have arrived in this art. How many devices have been made use of to render this bitter potion palatable? Some convey their instructions to us in the best chosen words, others in the most harmonious numbers, some in points of wit, and others in short proverbs.
But among all the different ways of giving counsel, I think the finest, and that which pleases the most universally, is Table, in whatsoever shape it appears. If we consider this way of instructing or giving ad-
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